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APPENDIX J BAT SURVEY OF THE CHEMGOLD IMPERIAL
PROJECT SITE (JULY 11,1997)







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The Schaefer and Schultze (1996) survey identified a second shrine or rock cairn several meters
south (Plate 5-5). This appears to be the feature shown as S-2 on Rogers sketch map of the area.
The ASM survey noted that this cairn (ASM's Feature 7) has caliche on the upper surfaces of
many of the rocks suggesting more recent placement. The possibility exists that this has been
modified but it appears that this feature represents S-2 on Rogers map.

Schaefer and Schultze(1996) discuss in detail the work by Rogers at this site. His sketch map
shown as Figure 5-45 indicates that most of his effort was focused on the high terrace area where
the two major trails pass through the site. Schaefer and Schultze(1996) suggest that Rogers
recorded all the major rock features in this area and the absence of any notes on the Running Man
geoglyph suggests that it was not present at the time Rogers recorded the area in the late 1930s
and early 1940s. Rogers did not specifically map the area north of the two shrines and the trail
split. As shown on Figure 5-45 his map stops where the split trail comes back together. Karen
Collins of the Imperial Valley College Museum noted a series of trail markers on the lower terrace
north of this split trail. These trail markers appear old and are partially embedded (Figure 5-46).
Caliche is not present on the upper portions of these trail markers also suggesting that they are
fairly old. The trail markers themselves consist of a series of six pairs of three rocks placed on
each side of the Blackmesa Trail. The rocks are generally oriented in a somewhat triangular form
with long axes oriented away from the center point (Figure 5-46). Although these features are
readily visible once noted, they are not obvious given the amount or cobble size rocks in the area.
The appear old given weathering characteristics. It is difficult to determine whether or not these
features were present during Rogers early work at the site and just missed. Whether or not they
are of prehistoric age, they are clearly associated with the Blackmesa Trail, are probably Native
American in origin, and are associated with the significance of the site overall.
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The previously unrecorded geoglyph on the west side of Sidewinder Road is generally similar to the
previously recorded feature (Figure 5-61). The small depressions are connected by elements more
branching than pathlike. A previously recorded ceramic scatter of Colorado Beige was identified on
the edge of this geoglyph and an isolated burnished Colorado Beige body sherd was identified near the
center of the geoglyph. A north/west south/east trail segment was located southwest of the geoglyph
area. It is typical of prehistoric trails and extends for approximately 60 m

CA-IMP-3297

This site was originally recorded by Elling and others in 19 8 8 as a trail and three Tumco Buff sherds.
The site was updated by Victorino in 1996 with the addition of a second trail and five additional ceramic
scatters. The current survey relocated the previously recorded features and identified two additional trail
segments and six additional pot drops and three isolated sherds. The site extends over an area 300 in
north/south by 90 in east/west. Depth is unlikely.

This resource is a fairly complex site emblematic of the reuse of old routes that we see throughout the
project area. Because the Southeastern Information Center required separate recording of linear
features what was originally recorded as a single site, CA-IMP-3297, has been divided into three
separate sites. CA-IMP-3297 is updated to refer only to the non-trail elements. The four trail segments
recorded during the current effort are now TL-40 and the historic road is TL-39. The artifacts
associated with CA-IMP-3297 include 12 ceramic scatters and 3 isolated sherds. Types include Salton
and Tumco Buff. Most of these features appear associated with TL-40.
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Located to the north of the trail are four rectilinear cleared areas, measuring approximately 2 in x .75
meters. These are modem or historic tent pads with no associated artifacts. Adjacent to these areas is a
2 meter diameter cleared circle, formed on the desert pavement. This feature may or may not be recent.
A basalt stone has recently been placed into the center of the circle.

CA -IMP- 72 75

This site consists of a probable historic trail, approximately 30 cm wide. The trail trends north
northeast to south southwest, and is distinguishable for approximately 150 meters. Although this trail
appears identical in width and route to known prehistoric trails, there is a broken sun-purpled bottle
just to the west of the trail suggesting that it might be historic. The trail also trends toward Hedges
supporting its assignment as historic. This trail was originally recorded by Moreno and others in 1994.

There is an additional feature in the vicinity of this trail. Located by the side of an old dual-track road is
a pile of over one hundred rounded, highly patinated, small cobbles. No known source of small,
rounded stones is located in the vicinity, and the reason for this feature is unknown. No prehistoric
artifacts were associated with the trail.

CA -IMP- 72 76

This site was originally recorded by Moreno and others as a prehistoric trail segment in association
with a geoglyph and a ceramic scatter. The trail extends for over 100 meters east/west, crossing a
number of small washes in the process. A four meter diameter ring geoglyph is located near the
north edge of the site, while a total of eight tamped circles are located on both sides of the trail (Plate
5-9, Figures 5-63 and 5-64). The circles measure from 60 cm to 75 cm in diameter, and are tamped
into the desert pavement. The site extends over a 100 in area northeast/southwest by 60 m in
northwest/southeast. Depth is unlikely due to the desert pavement environment.
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paths cutting from one trail to the next (Plate 5-10). In addition to the trails, a large rock feature is
present. This is an alignment of over 160 stones, probably from an adjacent mining pit. The trails
were included as one sites because they were clearly associated with each other. The site including
the trails and associated features is approximately 1200 in northwest/southeast by 50 in
northeast/southwest.

The historic artifacts include one metal flask labeled "Apple Blossom Talc" and measuring 8" x 3" x
1.5 ",  and three bottles with white paint and corrugated shoulders labeled   "Circle  A 
Beverages ...... bottled in Brawley, Calif', as well as a Pepsi bottle. There was one prehistoric artifact
present, a retouched flake with two modified edges and some tumbling.

TL-23

This site consists of an old water pipeline. Small segments of a buried water pipe are visible for over a
mile, exactly paralleling the current Blythe - Pilot Knob electric transmission line. Because of the
length and intermittent nature of this resource, portions of this feature also lie within sites TL-22, CA-
IMP-7269, and CAIMP-2878, and lie adjacent to site TL-24. Originally buried in a shallow trench,
portions of the pipeline are eroding out, and can be traced over short distances.

At one point along the pipeline route, where the pipeline crosses a small arroyo, the remnants of what
appears to be a trestle can be seen. The trestle consists of a pair of six inch by eight inch posts,
emerging vertically from the sand at the bottom of the arroyo.
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Kumastamxo, the spiritual leader of the Yuman peoples, was then created by
Kwikumat, and the latter departed from the world scene.  Kumastamxo and the
various peoples made their home on Avikwamé, a mountain located thirty miles north
of Needles, California, in Mojave territory.  A ceremonial house was built on the
summit of this mountain, and it is toward this home of Kumastamxo that the
Quechans direct their dreams.  The several Yuman tribes all descended from the top
of Avikwamé and spread to their respective territories.

Forbes 1965:4

The Quechan ... were taught that dreaming enabled them to have direct contact with
various supernatural beings in order to gain advice and teaching on how to solve the
problems of the living.  While dreaming their souls returned to the time of creation
to learn.  The Yuman people have the ability to learn through dreams, but a few
individuals have special gifts.  The medicine people, so to speak, are born, not made.
The powers they develop in adult life are of great assistance to their people.

So the mountains along the Colorado River region are highly significant in regional
Native American cultural and ethnic identity.  Spiritual activities and events are
deeply associated with numerous intaglios, petroglyphs, trails, lithic scatters, and
cleared circles present along the Colorado River and surrounding hills.

Today we fear that disturbance of this area ... would result in the destruction of this
aspect of traditional culture and religion.  As a physical feature and a spiritual
cornerstone, some sites cannot be replaced or relocated....  Any damage, once done,
can never be undone....  Some cultural resources have been there since creation,
according to Quechan beliefs, and the songs in the mountain will last forever as well.
This is a very long time to regret a thoughtless act.

Cachora 1994:14
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I. INTRODUCTION

This Native American consultation report is intended to assist the U.S. Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) with its planning responsibilities for the Glamis Imperial Project (formerly, Chemgold Imperial
Project), pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  This report focuses primarily
upon meetings held by Dr. Michael Baksh with the Cultural Committee of the Quechan Indian Tribe from
December 12, 1996 through September 9, 1997.  Other sources of information that have been taken into
account include the ethnohistoric literature, archaeological survey reports prepared for the project,
comments received from the Quechan Indian Tribe on the November 1996 Draft Environmental Impact
Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR), and testimony provided by members of the Quechan
Indian Tribe during two public hearings held by the BLM.

The proposed Glamis Imperial Project site is located in eastern Imperial County, California, and is
generally situated east of Ogilby Road in the vicinity of Indian Pass Road (Figure 1).  The proposed
Glamis Imperial Project consists of a "project mine and process area" of approximately 1,589 acres and
a "project ancillary area" of approximately 36 acres.  The proposed project also includes the construction
of an "overbuilt" transmission line that would connect with an existing line approximately 16 miles to
the south at Interstate 8.  Additional acreage was archaeologically surveyed to accommodate a 300-foot-
wide buffer zone around the mining project, a 650-foot-wide buffer zone around Indian Pass road, and
150 to 300-foot-wide buffer zones around access road centerlines and utility corridors.  

Based upon the November 1996 Draft EIS/EIR and upon associated cultural resources inventory reports
prepared by ASM Affiliates, 49 sites were found by a survey of 2,212 acres of overall project area,
although several of these sites are located within the buffer zone not planned for project development.
Additional sites were located along the proposed transmission corridor, and still others were recorded
by an earlier survey of 335 acres located in the proposed mining area.  The prehistoric sites include trail
segments, trail shrines, pot drops, cleared circles, rock rings, geoglyphs, lithic scatters, and a milling slick.
Historic World War II-period sites are also located in the project site but are not addressed in this report.

In response to Native American concerns that sites were missed or misinterpreted by the original survey,
the project area was comprehensively resurveyed with Native American participation.  The new survey
was conducted by KEA Environmental, Inc. (KEA).  Native American monitors provided by the
Quechan tribe accompanied the survey crews.  The monitors provided input on the interpretation of
potential cultural features and helped to identify and record cultural materials.  As a result of surveying
virtually the entire mine and process area at a transect interval of 5 meters, in comparison with a 20-
meter interval used by ASM Affiliates, the new survey covered the study area more intensively and
resulted in a dramatic increase in the total number of recorded cultural features and sites including trails,
ceramic concentrations, rock circles, cleared circles, geoglyphs, shaman's hearths, and lithic scatters.
Preliminary maps of site distributions were particularly useful during Native American consultation
meetings for attempting to define the boundaries of a Traditional Cultural Property in the vicinity of the
project site.
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The goals of the Native American consultation study conducted by Dr. Baksh were to identify
contemporary Native American concerns and values associated with the project area; document current
Native American knowledge about the function and/or interpretation of available resources; record the
meaning and significance of resources to Native Americans today; and identify mitigation measures that
Native Americans feel would be appropriate to minimize impacts to sensitive cultural resources.  

This report provides a brief ethnohistoric overview of the Quechan, the results of several meetings
conducted by Dr. Baksh with tribal members, and information provided by the tribe in correspondence
and during public hearings.  The report concludes with a Summary and Conclusions section.
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II. ETHNOHISTORIC OVERVIEW

A. ETHNOHISTORIC BACKGROUND

By all ethnohistoric and ethnographic accounts, the project site is clearly situated well within the
traditional cultural territory of the Quechan Indians, a Yuman-speaking riverine-based tribe (Figures
2-6).  The Quechan occupied the lower portion of the Colorado River in territory now divided by
California and Arizona (Bee 1983:86).  Based upon ethnohistoric maps and accounts available for
the Quechan, their traditional territory extended east along the Colorado River for several miles and
up the Gila River almost to Gila Bend; west to the Algodones Sand Dunes, although territory as far
west as the eastern base of the Peninsular Range was occasionally used; north to near Blythe,
California; and south into Mexico.  The Quechan lived in dispersed rancherias north and south of
the confluence along the Colorado River and east along the Gila River.  Their rancherias were
scattered along the river bottom near the projecting spurs of upper terraces (Forde 1931:102).  Several
hundred people lived in each rancheria and were organized into extended family households.  Large
permanent semi-subterranean houses were occupied in the winter, and ramadas or brush shades were
used in the summer.  

The name "Quechan" is from the Quechan name for themselves, kwatcan, meaning "those who
descended."  This name reflects the account of the creation of the Quechan and their neighbors on
Spirit Mountain, or Avikwame, and their descent down the river (Bee 1983:97).  All Yuman tribes,
indeed, believe they were created at Avikwame.  As summarized by Forbes:

Kumastamxo, the spiritual leader of the Yuman peoples, was then created by
Kwikumat, and the latter departed from the world scene.  Kumastamxo and the
various peoples made their home on Avikwamé, a mountain located thirty miles north
of Needles, California, in Mojave territory.  A ceremonial house was built on the
summit of this mountain, and it is toward this home of Kumastamxo that the
Quechans direct their dreams.  The several Yuman tribes all descended from the top
of Avikwamé and spread to their respective territories (1965:4).

While the earliest inhabitants of the region were hunters and gatherers, the Quechan were primarily
agriculturalists and gatherers rather than hunters at historic contact (Forde 1931:107, 118).  They
planted a wide variety of crops, with an emphasis on maize, tepary beans, pumpkins, and the seeds
of wild grasses.  After European contact they added wheat, cowpeas, and watermelons.  It is likely
that agricultural crops yielded less than half of their subsistence.  Castetter and Bell (1951) are in
agreement with Kroeber's (1920, 1925) estimates that Quechan agriculture likely furnished 30-50%
of their subsistence needs.

The most important collected wild foods were the pods of honey mesquite and screwbean (Prosopis
spp.).  Castetter and Bell (1951) reported that informants considered these plants more important
than maize.  An extensive list of other wild plant foods utilized by the Quechan is provided by
Castetter and Bell (1951:187-188).  Fish were caught with various nets, in traps or
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As described by Bee, dreams often involved trips to mountain peaks, "where the dreamer received
instructions from spirits on how to make rain, or how to cure certain types of maladies, or would
receive the words and music to lengthy song cycles" (1982:50).  Dreams nearly always included a
visit to Spirit Mountain (Knack 1981:65, Bee 1982:50), where the holy spirits were believed to dwell.
According to the Quechan, they were created on Spirit Mountain, or Avikwamé, as were the Mojave,
Kamia, Maricopa, and Cocopa (Forbes 1965:22).  Spirit Mountain "is prominently featured in the
tribe's origin narrative as the site of the creation of the Quechan" (Bee 1982:50).  The Quechan
believed that their culture hero, Kumastamxo, moved to this mountain after first residing at
Axavolypo.  After fighting a war with invaders from the east, the Quechan evidently migrated south
from Spirit Mountain to the junction of the Colorado and Gila rivers.  

Spirit Mountain was therefore the source of all power, and its sacredness was paramount (Forde
1931:176-179).  Other mountains in the vicinity of the tribe's reservation are also said to have special
religious significance.  According to Bee, these peaks "include Picacho, the protruding volcanic neck
some 18 miles directly north of the reservation (called Aví milykét "high rock one can see from a
distance"); Pilot knob (Aví kwalál, also the site of Aví kwinúr "inscribed rock"); and in the city of
Yuma, Tank Hill, or Sierra Prieta, (Aví kwax?a• "cottonwood hill or peak")" (1982:50).  The
importance of mountains and associated archaeological sites to Quechan religion has been
summarized by Cachora:  "the mountains along the Colorado River region are highly significant in
regional Native American cultural and ethnic identity.  Spiritual activities and events are deeply
associated with numerous intaglios, petroglyphs, trails, lithic scatters, and cleared circles present
along the Colorado River and surrounding hills" (1994:14).

The Quechan regularly held a four-day keruk mourning ceremony.  The keruk re-enacted the events
that had originally taken place on Spirit Mountain in mythic time, and served to "commemorate the
dead, to protect the people from evil, and to give them power" (Bee 1982:50).  According to the
Quechan, Spirit Mountain was the destination of the first keruk (from Avikwalal, Pilot Knob), staged
by Kumastamxo upon the death of Kwikumat.  Accounts of the creation myth surrounding Spirit
Mountain and xam kwatcan (the trail leading to the mountain) have been recorded by Kroeber
(1925), Forbes (1965), Spier (1933), Forde (1931), Harrington (1908), and Trippel (1889), and
synthesized by Woods, Raven, and Raven (1986).

Four lines of archaeological and ethnohistoric evidence that support the use of Pilot Knob as a major
ceremonial center and site of the keruk have been documented by Altschul and Ezzo.  Pilot Knob
is characterized, for example, by more than 300 features and 10,000 meters of trails in an area of
approximately 3 km2 (Ezzo and Altschul 1993).  In addition, to quote extensively from Altschul and
Ezzo:

[At Pilot Knob] 4-IMP-6940 has two cleared circles that approximate the diameter of
the ceremonial house (ca. 7 m), whereas 4-IMP-6942 and 4-IMP-4654 have one each.
The feature from the latter actually consists of a series of trail segments leading into
a large cleared area, which may represent paths leading into and out of the ceremonial
house during its usage (Figure 5.2).  The third line of evidence concerns the repeated
ethnographic references to the retelling of creation stories during the keruk.  These
stories may be represented at Pilot Knob in (1) petroglyphs (particularly at 4-IMP-
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3550; Figure 5.3), that depict human figures, whirls, and quadrupeds (most likely
horses), central to this story; (2) circular cobble mounds that have been interpreted
as representing sacred mountains; and (3) anthropomorphic intaglios that some claim
represent mythological figures such as Kumastamho (Figure 5.4), the creator-god,
and Katarr, his evil twin (Figure 5.5).  Finally, research by Clyde Woods (1986),
Boma Johnson (1985), and others (e.g., Stone 1991) have documented the presence
of the keruk trail, a north-south trail extending from Pilot Knob to Newberry
Mountains near Needles, California, where the world began (Figure 5.6).  According
to Woods, participants in the keruk undertook a pilgrimage from Pilot Knob to
Newberry Mountain to attend a series of keruk ceremonies that began at Pilot Knob.
Prominent stops along the way included Picacho Peak, Parker, and Blythe (1994:53).

B. CULTURE CHANGE

The Yuman-speakers of the Colorado River region have experienced severe cultural change,
particularly since the late 1800s.  Forde summarized some of the changes experienced by the Yuma:

Relatively undisturbed in Spanish and Mexican times the Yuma maintained their
aboriginal culture almost unchanged until the fifties of the last century, when the
establishment of the caravan trail to Southern California terminated their freedom.
By the eighties they had been gathered on a reservation, had adopted white men's
clothing, and had begun to work as laborers in the neighboring town established on
the Arizona border.  Although the greater part of their religion and non-material
culture has been preserved up to the present time, American control and changed
economic circumstances have extinguished their tribal organization, obliterated the
old settlements, and above all, ended the constant warfare which they practiced
(1931:88).

In the early 1900s, Kroeber had a difficult time locating individuals reputed to know creation myths
and other stories.  "Around 1903..., song-cycle myths were still being learned and dreamed by
individual Mohaves; but I now suspect that no one had then learned and reelaborated a version of
the migration legend in several decades.  If this is a fact, it was the very last of the crop of aged
migration dreamers that I encountered at Needles about 1900 to 1905" (1951:71).  Kroeber went on
to describe the lengths he went to in order to locate an old man in 1902 who knew about the origin
of clans and other matters.  This man died before Kroeber could finish the story in 1903, and Kroeber
was unable to locate another man who could complete the tale (1951:72).  In comparing the tale with
narratives from other groups, Kroeber observed: "Whatever of something like this tale the Yuma
once had, presumably would have disappeared from among them a few decades before its end came
among the Mohave in 1900-1910" (1951:108).

Halpern has recently discussed the status of storytelling:

Quechan storytelling is not yet a lost art, but it is well on the way to becoming one.
The decline is comparatively recent.  Even people in their 30's, as well as those older
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than that, remember with pleasure being put to sleep by tales told by their elders, and
when a storyteller is now available who will narrate such tales, there are always eager
listeners to hear him.  At the present time, however, the number of narrators who are
confident of their ability to tell the stories is small indeed.

Traditionally, stories always told at night in an atmosphere of intimacy and affection
as people falling asleep.  "From time to time the narrator would punctuate his tale by
asking "Are you listening?"  This, of course, was a transparent device to determine
that all had fallen asleep, and the recollection usually ends with the comment, "I
always fell asleep before the end of the story, so I don't know how to tell it"
(1980:51).

In addition to cultural loss and the development of various versions of stories, the Yuman-speaking
peoples have a history of being reluctant to share much cultural knowledge with outsiders.  As
observed by Trippel in 1889, "As already mentioned, it is very difficult to obtain data concerning the
traditions of these people, owing to the natural antipathy to discuss such subjects with the whites"
(1984 [1889]:166).  It is largely due to a loss of cultural knowledge and to a reluctance of many
individuals to discuss stories and culture that limited information on traditional culture is currently
available.  
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III. NATIVE AMERICAN CONSULTATION

The BLM has undertaken considerable effort to ensure that appropriate consultation be conducted
with the Quechan Indian Tribe, pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.
A chronology of the contact program with the tribe is provided in Appendix A. 

The Quechan have consistently and vehemently expressed complete opposition to the Glamis
Imperial Project.  Their fervent opposition to the proposed project was expressed at all meetings held
between the Quechan Cultural Committee and Dr. Baksh; in the tribe's comment letters on the Draft
EIS/EIR and cultural resource inventory reports; and at the two BLM-sponsored public hearings (in
Holtville and La Mesa, California) attended by tribal members.  Tribal input from these meetings,
letters, and hearings are summarized below.

A. MEETINGS WITH QUECHAN CULTURAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Dr. Baksh met with members of the Quechan Cultural Committee on 11 occasions including
December 12, 1996, December 27, 1996, February 24, 1997, March 28, 1997, June 19, 1997, July 14,
1997, July 15, 1997, August 25, 1997, August 29, 1997, September 9, 1997, and September 10, 1997.
The results of these meetings are as follows:

December 12, 1996

Dr. Baksh and Ms. Pat Weller of the BLM El Centro Office met with several members and supporters
of the Quechan Cultural Committee at the Quechan Tribal Office on December 16, 1996.  These
individuals included Ms. Pauline Owl (Chairperson), Mr. Eldred Millard, Ms. Pauline Jose, Mr. Lorey
Cachora, Mr. Preston Jefferson, and Mrs. Linda Cachora.  Most committee members spoke about
the project, and each expressed adamant opposition to it.  The committee explained that the area is
an extremely sensitive and important area for tribal history and cultural resources, and should be
preserved.  The overall viewpoint of the meeting was summarized by one committee member who
stated that "if anything is destroyed out there, it destroys our past and therefore destroys us today."
The committee expressed strong opposition to the 1872 Mining Act and felt that it should be
repealed.  Committee members also emphasized that the tribe is now prepared to take a stand to stop
all further development and encroachment on their traditional territory, and want to take back land
for the tribe between Yuma and Blythe.  The meeting concluded with the arrangement that Dr. Baksh
and Ms. Weller would take members of the committee on a field tour to visit several sites.

December 27, 1996

Dr. Baksh and Ms. Weller took two Cultural Committee members, Mr. Lorey Cachora and Ms. Willa
Scott, on a tour of several sites in the project area.  These sites included the geoglyph circle near
Ogilby Road and Indian Pass Road, the off-site "Running Man" site, the two on-site small geoglyph
circles, the possible milling slick, three sleeping circles, some pot drops, several lithic scatters and
chipping stations, and several trails.  Very little specific information was offered by the tribal
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members with regard to interpreting the function of these sites, evaluating their significance, or
mitigating impacts to them.

The most input received was related to the Running Man site (CA-IMP-2727, -5359T, -5360T).  As
described in the ASM cultural resources survey report, this site is located at the intersection of a
northeast-southwest trail ("Blackmesa Trail") that appears to connect Imperial Valley/Lake Cahuilla
with Indian Pass or Black Mesa Wash and the Colorado River, and a northwest-southeast trail
("Mohave War Trail") that appears to pass along the east side of the Cargo Muchacho Mountains and
north to Palo Verde Valley on the Colorado River (Schaefer and Schultze 1996).  Located on a
terrace, this site contains 16 features including the "Running Man Geoglyph", two rock alignments
associated with the northeast-southwest trail, five chipping stations, one rock ring, one rock cairn,
two pottery scatters, a large core and flake, a rhyolite core, a recent quartz geoglyph, and a rock ring.
As described by Schaefer and Schultze, CA-IMP-2727 ... "is a remarkable site, ... with significance
for Native American religious and archaeological interpretation of prehistoric travel, land use, and
ceremonialism.  An extensive complex of pot drops, lithic remains, rock rings, cairns, and rock
alignments indicate that this intersection was the scene of much human activity including symbolic
and ceremonial behavior" (1996:44).

Based upon a review of field notes, maps, and photographs of this site recorded by Malcolm Rogers
in 1939, 1941, and 1942, Schaefer and Schultze (1996) concluded that the Running Man geoglyph
feature was made after Roger's studies, since he made no reference to it in his detailed recordings.
Schaefer and Schultze state, however, that "consultation with the Quechan should be undertaken to
determine if it [the Running Man geoglyph] may be a recent Native American element... " (1996:72).
The cultural resources report concludes that 1) site CA-IMP-2727 would not by directly impacted
by the proposed project, 2) this site and trail sites CA-IMP-5359T and CA-IMP-5360T are eligible
for the National Register under criterion "D", and 3) mitigation measures for indirect impacts to this
location should be undertaken in consultation with the Quechan Nation.

During the field tour of the Running Man site and associated trails, Mr. Cachora stated that the
Running Man geoglyph "is recent, but still authentic."  Mr. Cachora believes that the feature was
made by tribal members of his father's generation, and very likely by his father and a friend of his
father's who used this area to conduct traditional religious practices.  Mr. Cachora noted that the
Running Man geoglyph is intimately connected with the trails and rock alignments at this location,
and that the geoglyph symbolizes someone running along the trails.  Specifically, Mr. Cachora stated
that his ancestors used to run along the Blackmesa Trail in the southwest to northeast direction and,
at the location where the large rock alignment crosses this trail, would jump over the alignment and
through a "window," thereby passing into another time dimension.

A major concern expressed by Mr. Cachora is that the proposed mining site, located in excess of one
mile from the Running Man site and associated trails and other features, would obstruct existing
views of the horizon to the north and northeast.  Mr. Cachora stated that tribal members may want
to use this site in the future for the important religious purposes that it was used by his ancestors, but
that the project's stockpiles would prevent this use if made too high.  Mr. Cachora lamented that the
stockpiles, then proposed to be constructed up to 400 feet in height, would "ruin and destroy" this
extremely important site if they altered the existing skyline as seen from this location.
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Regarding other sites, Mr. Cachora mentioned throughout the field tour that the trails in the project
vicinity are "major trails" that were of extreme importance to his ancestors for travel and for
religious/ceremonial reasons.  While standing on one trail, he stated his belief that it extended south
to the highly important and sacred location of Pilot Knob, and mentioned that perhaps he and Dr.
Baksh could return some day to trace it towards the eastern side of the Cargo Muchacho Mountains.

The field tour included visits to two small rock circles referred to in the cultural resources survey
report as geoglyphs that served functionally as "direction markers" or "power circles."  Specifically,
visits were made to the rock circles at sites IMP-7393 and IMP-7397.  These sites are described in the
cultural resources report as follows:

A second likely "direction marker" or "power circle" was found further south in the
same wash....  Recorded as IMP-7393 (CG-39), it was a 60 cm diameter rock ring
which circumscribed by (sic) three small rocks aligned to magnetic south.  This circle
was constructed of white quartz and quartzite cobbles as well as volcanic cobbles.

Further east, at the bank of the next major drainage, was IMP-7397 (CG-44)....  This
rock circle was 80 cm in diameter and constructed of the same materials as IMP-7393
(CG-39).  Instead of a rock alignment, however, this ring encircled an embedded
cobble volcanic boulder and two smaller rocks.  Less than 25 percent of the
embedded cobble is visible in the center of the rock ring.  Rocks of the circle are
displaced in two places, creating openings in the ring.  It is not known if these
openings have symbolic meaning or are the result of later disturbances.  The function
of this feature remains speculative.  Lorey Cachora suggested that the internal rocks
may represent topographic features.  If this is so, then the feature may also have been
created to aid travelers along the many aboriginal trails of this region (Schaefer and
Schultze 1996).

During the field tour of these sites, Mr. Cachora similarly referred to these circles as power circles
and stated that they were associated with travel along trails in the area.  He also observed that the
circles are generally lined up in a direction facing south towards Pilot Knob along the east side of the
Cargo Muchacho Mountains, and stated that more such circles would probably be found if looked
for in that direction.

The field tour included a visit to an off-site geoglyph located near the intersection of Ogilby Road
and Indian Pass Road.  Mr. Cachora identified this site as a "dancing circle."  This site is located
outside of the area proposed for widening and realignment of Indian Pass Road.  However, the site
could easily be subjected to indirect impacts, such as off-road vehicles.  Noting this, Mr. Cachora
stated that it would be a good idea to construct a fence between the site and Indian Pass Road.

No other information regarding the uses and functions of sites, significance evaluation, or mitigation
was forthcoming during the site tour.

February 24, 1997
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Dr. Baksh met with several members of the Quechan Cultural Committee and its supporters at "The
Landing" in Yuma on February 24, 1997.  These individuals included Mr. Lorey Cachora, Mrs. Linda
Cachora, Mr. Wally Antone, Mrs. Barbara Antone, and Mr. Preston Jefferson.  Dr. Baksh stated at
the outset that his goals of the meeting were to learn about the uses and functions of site types in the
project area, obtain input to help evaluate site significance from a Native American perspective, and
to develop or at least initiate discussion regarding mitigation measures to reduce levels of significance
associated with impacts to various sites.  

The Cultural Committee commenced their discussion by stating that they would like to meet directly
with Glamis Imperial Corp. (formerly, Chemgold, Inc.) executives to explain their values first-hand
to the project proponent.  The Committee felt that if the Glamis Imperial Corp. understood their
cultural reasons for opposing the project, they would withdraw the project.  The Committee indicated
that if the Glamis Imperial Corp. refused to meet with them directly, they would call for a press
conference with all local religious leaders in the region.  Dr. Baksh relayed this request to Mr. Dwight
Carey of Environmental Management Associates (EMA), and two meetings between Mr. Steve
Baumann of the Glamis Imperial Corp. and the Quechan Cultural Committee were subsequently
held.

The stated goals of the February 24 meeting were not accomplished.  Indeed, very little information
from the tribe was provided during this meeting at a site-specific or site type level.  Like the
December 12th meeting, the committee members repeatedly expressed adamant opposition to the
project, and virtually all discussion focused on the overall importance of the entire project vicinity
to Native American values.  The project vicinity was described as a key component that exists within
a larger culturally-sensitive region of extreme sensitivity to the tribe.  This region corresponds with
the tribe's traditional territory, but it was also noted that the entire area along the Colorado River
between Pilot Knob and Avikwame or Newberry Mountain is extremely important to the tribe.  

One committee member, familiar with several cultural resource studies that have been conducted
over the past 25 years or so, explained that archaeological knowledge about the Quechan region is
just starting to come together.  The problem, according to this individual, is that no one has
conducted a study to synthesize all available information.  It was stated that such a synthesis is
needed and would underscore the extreme importance of protecting existing cultural resources in the
area for the sake of Quechan religious beliefs and heritage values.

The Cultural Committee emphasized that the project vicinity and, indeed, the entire traditional
territory, is extremely sensitive and important to their cultural values and integrity.  In general, the
tribe is upset with the amount of development that has occurred and/or is being planned throughout
its traditional territory.  Tribal members indicated that they are intent upon preserving the
undeveloped portions of their traditional territory, and on stopping all further "encroachment."  In
their viewpoint, the entire region is extremely sacred, and any destruction of the past (i.e., impacts
to cultural resources) would result in destruction to their present and future heritage.  The Committee
also emphasized that cultural resources in their traditional territory are important not just to the
Quechan but to all Yuman peoples.  According to one member, "it's our job to protect the Colorado
River area."
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According to the Cultural Committee, the project area is a highly spiritual, religious place.  Several
tribal members stated that destruction of the cultural resources that would occur as a result of the
proposed project would be analogous to the destruction of a church.  It was also emphasized that
our ancestors lived and died out there, and that "we cry for our ancestors."  According to one
member, "If Chemgold does what they want, I'm going to cry everyday for the rest of my life.  I feel
like I'm losing someone right now."

Several committee members expressed strong opposition to the 1872 Mining Act, and felt that it is
a law that specifically allows the destruction of Native American sites and values.  It was stated
repeatedly that Congress should immediately repeal this law.  

As indicated above, little information was forthcoming during this meeting at a site-specific level
despite several requests by Dr. Baksh to pursue this goal.  Most site-specific information was limited
to comments on the trails and the Running Man site.  It was noted that the major north-south
trending trail was the trail that people used to travel from Pilot Knob to Newberry Mountain.  It was
also mentioned that this trip could be made during dreams, with the travel taking place over a period
of time as brief as 15 seconds.  Small trails in the area were described as "turnpikes" used to connect
with other trails.  Cultural Committee members stated that these trails might be critical in the future
to travel to the north or to the west.  With regard to the Running Man site, it was mentioned that this
site represents a window to the past, present, and future.  It was also noted that Mr. Cachora's father
and another man used this site for religious practices.  The only other site-specific information was
related to the possible milling stone.  Some committee members stated that this feature indicates that
a village was located at this area.

The Cultural Committee concluded this meeting by stating that they are planning on using this area
again for religious purposes.  They observed that there has been a lot of disturbance in other areas
throughout their traditional territory, partly as a result of mistakes in the past by their own people in
allowing property to be lost and development projects to proceed.  Now, however, as summarized
by one member, "we are going to do everything we can to protect the area since we will need this
area for the future."

The Cultural Committee refused to discuss mitigation.  From the tribe's perspective, the only
acceptable alternative is complete avoidance.

March 28, 1997

Dr. Baksh met with Mr. Lorey Cachora and Mrs. Linda Cachora at the office of Tierra Environmental
Services in San Diego on March 28, 1997.  The following excerpts have been condensed from
transcribed notes of taped discussions with Mr. Cachora.

On Quechan Knowledge:

It is important to keep a lot of information to one's self, or to share it only with certain individuals.
That is why sometimes I ask you to turn off the recorder when we are talking, and to keep certain
things to yourself.  I don't even tell my own people a lot of things.  Sometimes I suspect that people
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criticize me, including those from other tribes, for sharing information.  But sometimes it is important
to do this, especially if it will help protect our culture.

The Glamis Imperial Corp. people do not share our culture, knowledge, or Native American values.
If they did, they would not be proposing to mine that area.  And even a lot of our own people don't
understand these things.  You would have to be training with the tribe for a long time to learn many
things.  You would have to become a Quechan to learn a lot, which would take 10 years or so of
living with us and studying.  Even some Quechans have tried and lost patience.  You can't see the
spirit world unless you go through the proper training -- learning to fast and learning to hallucinate
through dreams.  Some people hallucinate through jimsom weed and other drugs, but that is kind
of a shortcut to the natural way of hallucinating through dreams.

On Quechan Traditional Territory:

Our people came to this area from Newberry Mountain (Avikwame), where our ancestors lived for
thousands of years.  Before that they moved all around, after originally coming from the north.  After
migrating to this area, our traditional territory extended west past El Centro to the base of the
mountains towards San Diego and east into Arizona.  It also extended north up to Blythe and south
into Mexico.  With settlement of this territory, sites such as lithic scatters and petroglyphs developed
throughout the entire area.  But the main part of our area, and the most important religious area, is
the area along the Colorado River.  This area is where our ancestors stayed, this is where they healed
themselves, and this is where their dreams came true.  This area is part of me, it belongs to me.  It is
this area, in the shape of a small box, that I would like to see protected.  This area should be
protected, in the way that the area of the Grand Canyon is protected.  Is that asking the impossible?
This is our life we are talking about.

On Pilot Knob and Picacho Peak:

After settling in this area, our people consisted of South Dwellers and North Dwellers.  The South
Dwellers went to Pilot Knob (Avikwalal) for food and substance, or when they needed to increase
their power or were feeling distressed.  The North Dwellers went to Picacho Peak for the same
reasons.  The Sunflower Eaters in the Arizona side used Muggins Peak.  The areas in between were
used to go into another world.  Pilot Knob was an extremely sacred place.  Even other tribes were
allowed to use it.  Our people often migrated from Pilot Knob to Avikwame to worship and obtain
power.

On The Importance Of The Project Area:

That area proposed for the mine project is real important to us today -- we still use the area.  It is a
strong area; people feel it and will sometimes go there without even realizing it or knowing why.  I
could tell you several examples of people who have been drawn out to that area, and then their lives
improved afterwards.  We can't lose the sites out there or have that area destroyed.  The sites in the
project area are of the highest possible religious importance to us, particularly for travel.  Too many
areas like that have already been destroyed and, whenever another sacred area is destroyed, Native
Americans are destroyed.  Maybe not necessarily physically as seen by others, but inside.
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The sites in that area tie in with something that is bigger in the long run.  As I've said before, the
whole area along the Colorado River is sacred.  But this is not reflected in all the individual
archaeology and anthropology studies that have been done over the years.  Someone has to look at
all those studies and review them all together.  If this could by done, others would also come to the
conclusion that this is an extremely important area.  

We have already sacrificed other areas but at least most of those were away from the important trails.
We already knew that this was an important area and were shocked when we learned that they
wanted to have a project in the Indian Pass area.  When told about the project being planned in this
area, I said, "oh no, here we go again."  I participated in the survey, but even I was surprised at the
large number of important sites out there and at the amount of destruction that was being planned.
There are so many sites out there that I know some were missed by the survey.

We thought the Federal government took over that property to protect it, but they don't always do
a good job at that.  Some people in the government simply do not respect Native American values.
The government should look at the area like a church, which is a superior place with superior value
and should not be destroyed.  If the government doesn't consider religion important, then there is
definitely something wrong.  

On Dreams:

Everything has to happen through dreams.  Dreams are the main way to obtain knowledge and
power to make it through the various phases of life.  Dreams are for learning songs, learning to
become a medicine man, and learning to become an orator.  In the past, the old people used to come
to Pilot Knob, and they used that same trail that passes through the project area to get to Newberry
Mountain or Avikwame.  

Today, if you are lucky and strong enough, you go to sleep and you see that trail in your dream.
That Pilot Knob trail to Avikwame is there because I have seen it.  And when you take that trail in
your dream, you can do some fantastic things -- you can get to Newberry Mountain in seconds and
do whatever you want.  The ancestors said that if you ever destroy that trail, we would not be able
to get to that place if we want to in our dreams.  Of course, now we can get there by car, but that is
not the same as traveling by dreams.  Traveling by dreams is key for obtaining traditional knowledge
and power and practicing our religious beliefs.

On Trails:

There are two trails in this area that our ancestors followed to reach Avikwame.  One was used when
our people traveled north from Pilot Knob -- this trail passes through the project area.  Another trail
travels more closely along the river, and passes through Picacho.  We recently took the trail through
Picacho to Ward Valley.  The trail through the project area is the "Trail of Dreams".  The one that we
took through Picacho is the "Medicine Trail."  If the Trail of Dream was to be physically damaged,
it would affect our ability to dream in the future.  

There is also an important east/west trail in the project area, and in fact that trail goes west all the way
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to the ocean.  A lot of materials from other tribal areas are found in our area because of trading with
other groups; sometimes things were dropped and today they can be found along the trails.  In any
case, that area is situated at a "crossroads" and is like a major intersection that served the important
function of facilitating regional exchange along the Colorado River.  The north-south and east-west
trails that cross at the Running Man site make this an extremely important place.

A lot of the trail through Picacho has been destroyed.  But we know that the trail in the project area
still exists.  We need the ability to keep going back to the old ways.  We still think about the old ways
and use them to live in today's world.  That's why we say no to the project -- don't touch that area!
It's our only avenue to Avikwame now.

On "The Trail Of Dreams" And "The Running Man Site":

The Trail of Dreams passes right through the project site, and the site that is called the Running Man
site is directly tied into this trail.  Although I have said that the Running Man is recent, there is a
reason for its importance.  My father and other people of his generation went to the area of the
Running Man site to use this area for spiritual and religious practices; I believe they made the
Running Man geoglyph for an important reason.  My father told me that he went to this area to learn
and sing his songs.  He told me that it is a powerful area and said that there is an important trail
passing through there.

At the Running Man site one could run along the trail and, at the spot of the rock alignment, could
jump and pass through a "window."  This was a way of passing into another world, I guess you
could call it.  This would be done, again, through dreaming.  

On Small Rock Circles:

A circle is a form of power.  When you see those small circles near the trails, you could sleep there
or rest or do whatever you wish to do.  Those circles are "power sources".  They go hand in hand
with the trail.  You could use the circles both to find the trail if traveling in the area and to get power
while already traveling along the trail, whether the travel be by foot or by dream.  There used to be
a feather within each circle, but now they've blown away.  People traveling along the trail would stop
at a power source and could make the feather dance in that circle.  All those circles, and others that
extend to Pilot Knob, were made by a single powerful medicine man, probably with two or three
student assistants training to become medicine men.  Like the trail, destruction of the circles in the
project area would represent an obstacle in terms of getting from Pilot Knob to Avikwame, both by
foot and by dream.  

On Life Phases and Final Resting Places:

There are seven phases of life, as there are seven Yuman tribes, although some powerful individuals
can reach an eighth.  The first phase was when we came down from the north to Avikwame, and the
second was when we migrated from Avikwame to this area.  Today we're in the third phase of life;
the fourth is when you die; the fifth is when you see the trail; the sixth is when you're at the
intersection; and the seventh is when you're home at your final resting place.  In the past, some
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powerful people like singers, orators, and medicine men went to an eighth stage of life, which is what
we now call heaven.  I'm now in my third phase; when I die it will be up to me to find the fifth.
Migrations to Avikwame are important for these phases, and I believe our people are about to migrate
to Avikwame again.

All Quechan have a final resting place to go after they die.  Each one's place is given to them by the
spirits ahead of time.  My final resting place is somewhere in Arizona.  The project area is a strong
area.  We have to keep areas like that protected because I believe it is the final resting place for some
ancestors, and it may eventually be for some who are living today.  If someone today was to pass
on and go there for their final resting place and find it destroyed, it would be like hitting a wall.  

On Mitigation:

There is no point in talking about mitigation, because there is no way that impacts to those sites could
be mitigated.  

June 19, 1997

Dr. Baksh participated in a meeting with several representatives of the Quechan tribe and Cultural
Committee, along with representatives from the BLM and KEA, on June 19, 1997 at the Quechan
Tribal Office.  Tribal representatives included President Michael Jackson, Ms. Pauline Owl, Mr. Lorey
Cachora, Mrs. Linda Cachora, Mr. Wally Antone, Mrs. Barbara Antone, Mr. Eldred Millard, and Mr.
Earl Hawes (Environmental Coordinator).  BLM representatives included Mr. Terry Reed and Ms.
Pat Weller.  KEA staff included Dr. Jamie Cleland and Mr. Andrew Pigniolo.

The primary purposes of the meeting, requested by Mr. Reed, were to introduce KEA as the firm that
been retained to conduct a new cultural resources survey of the project site, and to solicit the tribe's
involvement in the new survey effort.  President Jackson reiterated his opposition to the mining
project, and Mr. Cachora emphasized that the project area is extremely important and should be
protected from development.  Mr. Cachora also stated that Native American involvement would be
required on the new survey so that cultural resources could be interpreted from a Native American
perspective.  Mr. Cachora and Mr. Antone indicated that they could not participate as Native
American observers for the new survey, since they would be working on another project for another
firm.  The tribe agreed to identify observers to participate in the new survey.

July 14, 1997

Dr. Baksh participated in a meeting with several representatives of the Quechan tribe and Cultural
Committee, along with representatives from the BLM, KEA, and Imperial Valley College (IVC)
Desert Museum on June 14, 1997 at the Quechan Tribal Office.  Tribal representatives included Ms.
Pauline Owl, Mr. Lorey Cachora, Mr. Wally Antone, Mrs. Barbara Antone, Ms. Pauline Jose, and
Ms. Willa Scott.  Ms. Pat Weller from the BLM, Mr. Jay von Werlhof from the IVC Desert Museum,
and Dr. Jamie Cleland and Mr. Andrew Pigniolo from KEA were also in attendance.

The primary purposes of the meeting were to provide a status update of the new cultural resources
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survey that commenced on June 24, 1997, to solicit information from the tribe that would help
evaluate a portion of the project site as a Traditional Cultural Property, and to solicit tribal input on
mitigation measures that could potentially be incorporated into a Treatment Plan.  Following an
overview of project activities and preliminary findings, Mrs. Antone expressed concerns regarding
artifact collection.  KEA staff indicated that artifact collection would only occur if data recovery is
implemented.  Mr. Antone subsequently expressed concerns that unmarked burials may occur in the
project area.  In response, Mr. von Werlof, a participant in the new survey, stated that a cairn which
is possibly indicative of a grave was found earlier in the day, and needed additional research to
determine if a burial is located at the location.

Following discussion among tribal members in the Quechan language, the Cultural Committee stated
that other tribes should be involved in the Native American consultation process for this project.  The
Cultural Committee provided a list of other tribes and requested that a letter be mailed to notify them
about the project and invite them to a meeting scheduled for August 25.  These tribes included the
Fort Mojave Indian Tribe, Colorado River Indian Tribes (CRIT), Hualapai, Yavapai-Prescott,
Havasupai, Chemehuevi, Salt River Pima-Maricopa, Tohono O'Odham, Kumeyaay, and Cocopah.

July 15, 1997

Dr. Baksh and Mr. Andrew Pigniolo of KEA escorted two Cultural Committee members, Ms.
Barbara Antone and Ms. Willa Scott, on a tour of several sites in the project area.  These sites
included the geoglyph circle near Ogilby Road and Indian Pass Road, the off-site "Running Man"
site, several trail segments and lithic scatters, and new sites recently found by the KEA field survey
including a geoglyph, pot drop, and broken metate.  Ms. Antone and Ms. Scott also met with and
observed KEA's survey crews, and met with two Quechan observers who were working with KEA
crews.  Very little specific information was offered by the tribal members with regard to interpreting
the function of these sites, evaluating their significance, or mitigating impacts to them.

August 25, 1997

Dr. Baksh participated in a meeting with several representatives of the Quechan tribe and Cultural
Committee, along with representatives from the Fort Mojave Indian Tribe, CRIT, BLM, EMA, and
KEA on August 25, 1997 at the Quechan Tribal Office.  Tribal representatives included Ms. Pauline
Owl, Mr. Lorey Cachora, Ms. Pauline Jose, and Ms. Willa Scott.  Native American representatives
from other tribes, who had accepted invitations to provide input as a result of the July 14, 1997
meeting, included Ms. Betty L. Cornelius of CRIT and Mr. Felton Bricker, Sr., of Fort Mojave.
Representatives of the BLM included Mr. Terry Reed, Mr. Russell Kaldenberg, Ms. Pat Weller, Ms.
Joan Oxendine, and Mr. Douglas Romoli.  Others in attendance were Mr. Dwight Carey of EMA,
and Dr. Jamie Cleland and Mr. Andrew Pigniolo of KEA.

The primary purposes of the meeting were to provide an overview of the proposed project,
summarize the archaeological and ethnographic work conducted to date, and solicit comments,
questions, and input from the Quechan, Fort Mojave, and CRIT representatives.  Mr. Terry Reed of
the BLM made introductory remarks, Mr. Dwight Carey of EMA provided an overview of the
proposed project, Dr. Jamie Cleland and Mr. Andrew Pigniolo of KEA summarized the goals,
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methods, and preliminary results of the recently completed, comprehensive archaeological survey
of the project area, and Dr. Baksh summarized the Native American consultation program conducted
to date.

Following the overviews of the proposed project, archaeological work, and Native American
consultation, Mr. Cachora offered several comments, questions, and information about the project
area.  Mr. Cachora reiterated his adamant opposition to the proposed project, stating that it would
Quechan culture, religion, and history in several ways.  He stated that all seven Yuman tribes
originated at Avikwame, and emphasized that protection of cultural resources along the Colorado
River is of paramount importance to all.  He stated that the seven tribes all came into the world as
one and in fact are one in the same, and that they are exchanged extensively by using trail systems
throughout the region.

Mr. Cachora noted that Quechan tribal members always return to their land sooner or later, that they
need to be cremated along the Colorado River, and that their final resting places are located
throughout their traditional territory.  He lamented that outsiders do not understand Quechan history
or understand how development encroaches on their lives.

Mr. Cachora also observed that the Running Man site represents a "window into the past," where
religious practitioners could run along the trail and, in the vicinity of a rock alignment, jump and pass
into another dimension.  He stated that there are a few other examples of these extremely important
sites in the area but that he could not reveal their locations, saying that even few if any other tribal
members know.  Other sensitive sites were said to include locations of broken quartz, which he
identified as power spots which can be used today by people who know what they are doing, trails,
which, were used for physical travel and travel by dreams, and petroglyphs, which contain ghost
figurines embedded in the rocks.  Mr. Cachora indicated that he is not at liberty to explain all the
reasons why the area is so important to past, present, and future Quechan beliefs and practices.  he
asked how important sites such as these could ever be restored once damaged. 

Mr. Cachora emphasized that "the desert contains our history."  He said he always knew that there
had to be a lot of sites and artifacts in the project area, which must be protected so that the Quechan
can learn more about their history, but stated that even he was surprised about the large number of
cultural resources found by the recent archaeological investigations.  He also said that he wants to
see copies of all archaeological studies that had been done in the area, that he wants an aerial
photograph of the region extending from Pilot Knob to north of the project site and east into Arizona
to show how sites in the entire area are tied together, and that he wants to hold a seminar to educate
archaeologists and anthropologists about the area and why certain artifacts are important to the tribe.
He also stated that he would like to meet with higher BLM officials to educate the Federal
government about the importance of the area.

Ms. Cornelius stated that the BLM has a responsibility to protect sites that are sacred to Native
American tribes, and noted that Avikwame, having no boundaries recognized by Native Americans,
had recently been nominated to the National Register.  She emphasized that the BLM should be
seeking to preserve the trail system in the project area rather than considering a decision to let it be
destroyed.  Ms. Cornelius also expressed concern for tortoises and other animals in the area that
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would be destroyed or otherwise impacted by the project.  Mr. Bricker observed that the project site
is extremely important to all Native Americans and urged that the no development be allowed in the
area.

August 29, 1997

Dr. Baksh participated in a meeting with several representatives of the Quechan tribe and Cultural
Committee, along with representatives from the BLM, Glamis Imperial Corp., and KEA on August
29, 1997 at the Quechan Tribal Office.  Tribal representatives included Ms. Pauline Owl, Mr. Lorey
Cachora, Mrs. Barbara Antone, Ms. Pauline Jose, and Ms. Willa Scott.  Ms. Pat Weller from the
BLM, Mr. Steve Baumann from the Glamis Imperial Corp., and Dr. Jamie Cleland, Dr. Jackson
Underwood, and Mr. Andrew Pigniolo from KEA were also in attendance.

The primary goals of this meeting were to obtain input from Mr. Cachora and the Cultural
Committee regarding the importance of the project area within a regional context, to discuss possible
boundaries for a TCP, and to discuss possible elements of a Treatment Plan.  The following
discussion summarizes a presentation made by Mr. Cachora.

Pointing to a large map of the lower Colorado River and southern California region prepared by Mr.
Cachora for teaching purposes, he explained that all Colorado River peoples stretching from the
Hualapai in the north to the Cocopah in the south descended from Newberry Mountain or Avikaame,
which means the "high peak" or the "high mountain."  He noted that some of these Native Americans
say they originally came from farther to the north, but this would have been as spirits.  The first two
beings were spiritual leaders; they found that much of the area was covered with water and so they
went up the mountain.  Representing positive and negative forces, they fought with each other
regularly.

They decided to make a trek down the mountain and along the river, following a trail where the water
had receded and stopping at Whipple Mountain or Aviharutat, which means "jagged rock."  Some
say that from here they went to Tehachapi.  Others say they went to Blythe, then to the Palm Springs
area (Avik te naam), then to Huntington Beach, Catalina Island, back to the mainland, then to San
Diego and into Mexico.  They subsequently made a trek back north to Yuma to a mountain named
Avikwaxos.  They settled in the Yuma area east to Muggins Peak, and then migrated back up north
towards the trail to Avikaame.  The seven tribes dispersed from an area named Aviharutat on west
side of river in vicinity of Parker and Havasu.  The Creator taught us everything here, and laid out
trails for us.  Some say the songs were created there too.

With Avikaame being nominated as a TCP, everything down here in the vicinity of the river should
also be recognized as important.  The trails in the region and everything associated with the trails are
extremely important.  A squarish box around the Quechan area represents a buffer zone.  Within this
buffer zone, we once occupied a huge area extending to Phoenix on the east and to Ocotillo on the
west, where we had a temporary home and alliances with the Kamia.

There are two key trails in our area: the Medicine Trail to Avikaame, and the Trail of Dreams from
Pilot Knob to Avikaame.  On a recent trip along the Medicine Trail, we found another site like Pilot
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Knob.  One cannot get lost in the desert as long as you know the trail and what to look for.
Unfortunately, these and other trails are being increasingly destroyed by jeeps, burros, and other
means.

The Quechan do not want to give up the mining area which is very sacred and important for learning
and teaching purposes.  We are trying to educate our kids about history, and we need to learn about
the spiritual aspects of the mining area.  Until then, we want it left alone.  Everything we are learning
in the project area is coming together for me like a book.  It is important to keep the area intact so that
we can continue our studies.  We do not care if you go ahead and do the archaeological studies of
the project site, but those studies will not help with the spiritual side of things that we need to learn.
This is a very, very sacred area for educational purposes, and we must have the opportunity to learn
and teach about the area's spiritual components before it is destroyed.

Picacho Basin, the Laguna Dam area, and the Chocolate Mountain area are three areas where there
area windows for passing into other spiritual planes.  These areas also need to be studied and
protected before additional destruction occurs.  We also need to have clear views of these areas and
other important places such as Picacho Peak (Avimilket).  So if you are thinking that those rock piles
are only going to be 300 feet, this is still going to alter our views.  We are very concerned about our
children.  They will be affected by the loss of cultural resources.  This is our home and we are never
going to leave.  Even if we leave, we will come back here to die.  
Mr. Jefferson commented that the white people also descended from Avikwame.  Therefore, he
added, even if you win by succeeding with the mine, you will be destroying yourselves.

In response to question by Dr. Cleland as to whether the area has a name, Mr. Cachora responded
that the old people never mentioned the area but that it is tied in with the petroglyph area near
Picacho.  The name has always been held confidential, and he would need to talk with the Cultural
Committee to see if the name can be released.  

In summary, Mr. Cachora stated that we want to keep the area protected to learn from it and to teach
our kids.  It would take a long time, maybe ten years to learn about the area.  We would not be able
to learn and teach stories and songs if there is a big pit.

In response to a question by Dr. Cleland as to whether it would be reasonable to have the boundaries
of a TCP extend from the Running Man site to Indian Pass, Mr. Cachora stated that we should have
an aerial photograph of the regional area to show why the entire area is important.  He also explained
that although the Medicine Trail is not as important as it used to me, the Dream Trial still exists and
should be completely recorded between Pilot Knob and Avikwame.  Mr. Cachora also expressed a
desire to have a comprehensive synthesis of existing studies to see how everything ties together:
"Only by recording all sites along the entire trail route can everything be tied together.  Maybe the
entire area should be a TCP."  Mr. Jefferson observed that "If you cut that trail, I won't be able to
dream my way back to Avikwame."

Mr. Baumann stated that his project could bring something useful to the tribe.  He indicated that he
wants to provide funding to the tribe for educational purposes and for tribal members to cultural
studies.  Mr. Cachora stated that respected Mr. Baumann's offer, but that the project area has a
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considerable amount of value and that he does not want it to get destroyed.  Mr. Cachora indicated
that there may be alternatives other than a money offer, but did not with to elaborate.

The meeting concluded without opportunities to discuss TCP boundaries or the Treatment Plan in
greater detail.  However, Mr. Cachora indicated that he would be interested in meeting with KEA
staff and Dr. Baksh in San Diego in the near future to focus on these issues.

September 9, 1997

Dr. Baksh participated in a meeting with Mr. Lorey Cachora and Mr. Wally Antone of the Quechan
tribe and Dr. Jamie Cleland, Dr. Jackson Underwood, and Mr. Andrew Pigniolo of KEA at KEA's
office on September 9, 1997.  The primary purposes of this meeting, in follow-up to the August 29
meeting, were to identify potential TCP boundaries and discuss potential mitigation measures to help
offset impacts to cultural resources, should the project proceed.  The meeting was very successful
for both purposes: by reviewing maps of site distributions, consensus was reached with Mr. Cachora
and Mr. Antone for the delineation of boundaries for a proposed "Indian Pass-Running Man TCP;"
and subsequent conversations resulted in the compilation of a package of potential mitigation
measures that would help offset impacts to cultural resources should the project proceed.  Much of
the following discussion is a result of Mr. Cachora's comments during this meeting.

Mr. Cachora stated that the Running Man site was used for the training of medicine men, or
shamans.  This site was one "station" of several including others at Pilot Knob and Cargo Muchacho
Basin to the east of the Cargo Muchacho Mountains.  He added that the keruk ceremony is held this
time of the year when the sun is setting and the moon is up.  "Petroglyphs represent this with a ring
within a ring, as can be seen at Indian Pass," he noted.

The Running Man site is a key "teaching area" for someone to become an orator or ceremonial
leader.  Many things in life come in "fours".  For example, as a teaching area, the project site ties in
with three other teaching areas that include Pilot Knob, Picacho Basin, and an area near Muggins
Peak.  Mr. Cachora emphasized that if the gold mine goes in, this would be "devastating" to Quechan
cultural and religious beliefs.  He stated that if the gold mine destroys the area, it would be like
ripping off the first page of an important book.  The project area is an area "where my life begins."
This is where people get directions on whether they will be an orator, shaman, leader, etc., or a
common person.  He wants to be able to use the area in the future and for it to be available for others
to use it as well.  The area is critical for seeing the "positive" side of things, for countering the
"negative" parts of life.  It is important to learn things here in order to go to Avikwame.

With regard to the development of mitigation measures, Mr. Cachora and Mr. Antone stated that
they wanted Dr. Baksh and KEA to send a letter to the Cultural Committee and general tribal
population describing treatment plan options.  As a brief summary of conversations relating to the
development of a Treatment Plan, Mr. Cachora and Mr. Antone found the following mitigation
measures to potentially be appropriate as part of an overall package: the nomination of other sites
like Picacho Peak, Pilot Knob, etc., as TCP's; the preparation of a video documentary as part of an
education program; improvements to the cultural museum; the acquisition and protection of land
with sensitive sites; and the preparation of additional studies including those for sensitive off-site



Native American Consultation For The Glamis Imperial Project 28

locations.  Mr. Cachora stated that he has other alternatives in mind which he must still discuss with
the Cultural Committee, but observed that we are close to his ideas when talking about education and
the nomination of other TCP teaching sites.

The meeting was concluded with the agreement that Dr. Baksh and KEA staff would draft a letter
identifying possible mitigation measures to be submitted to the Cultural Committee and general
Quechan population.  Mr. Cachora and Mr. Antone agreed to review the draft letter on the following
morning before leaving town.

September 10, 1997

Dr. Baksh met with Mr. Lorey Cachora and Mr. Wally Antone at the office of Tierra Environmental
Services in San Diego on September 10, 1997.  The purpose of the meeting was for Mr. Cachora and
Mr. Antone to review a draft letter prepared by Dr. Baksh and KEA archaeological staff based on the
September 9 meeting.  This draft letter was addressed to the Quechan Cultural Committee and tribal
Members and solicited input on a package of potential mitigation measures that would most
appropriately offset the significant impacts resulting from the proposed project.  In addition to the
implementation of a data recovery program, these mitigation measures included the following
elements:

• Avoidance of cultural features to the extent possible.

• Funding of an education program that would include a professional video
documentary of the project area before it is developed, classes in the area supported
by a teaching position, and a report summarizing Quechan history written in part or
entirety by the Quechan.

• Preparation of a readable archaeological report written for the Quechan on aspects of
Quechan history impacted by the mine project.

• Evaluation for nomination of the Indian Pass area and three other educational areas
including Pilot Knob, Muggins Peak, and Picacho Basin for Federal recognition as
Traditional Cultural Properties.

• Development and implementation of recording and protection programs for the
scratch petroglyphs at Indian Pass and a second concentration to the west.

• Acquisition for tribal stewardship and study of an important archaeological site near
Bard.

• Funding for implementation of the expansion plan for the Quechan Museum and
curation of artifacts from the project in this facility.

Mr. Cachora and Mr. Antone approved the draft letter and requested that it be mailed to both the
Cultural Committee and Tribal Office.
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B. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED FROM THE QUECHAN TRIBE

The Quechan Indian Tribe has provided the BLM with several letters that address cultural resource
concerns associated with the proposed Glamis Imperial Project.  These letters are itemized below.

• May 14, 1996 -- Letter from Ms. Pauline Owl (Chairman, Cultural Committee) to Mr.
Terry A. Reed (BLM Area Manager)

• May 14, 1996 -- Letter from Mr. Earl E. Hawes (Project Manager, Quechan
Environmental Programs) to Mr. Terry A. Reed (BLM Area Manager)

• February 10, 1997 -- Letter from Ms. Pauline Owl (Chairperson, Quechan Cultural
Committee; also, Mr. Eldred Millard, Ms. Pauline P. Jose, Ms. Willa Scott, Mr. Lorey
Cachora, Mrs. Barbara Antone, Mr. Milton Jefferson, and Ms. Starla Cachora) to Ms.
Pat Weller (BLM Archaeologist)

• February 10, 1997 --  Letter from Mr. Wally Antone (Tribal Member)

• February 13, 1997 -- Letter from Mr. Mike Jackson, Sr. (President, Quechan Tribal
Council) to Mr. Terry Reed (BLM Area Manager)

• February 13, 1997 -- Letter of Introduction from Mr. Mike Jackson, Sr. (President,
Quechan Tribal Council) to State Representatives and Leaders

• April 23, 1997 -- Letter from Mr. Lorey Cachora (Tribal Member) to Mr. Terry Reed
(BLM Area Manager)

These letters address many of the concerns expressed during meetings conducted with the Quechan
Cultural Committee by Dr. Baksh.  The letters are provided in Appendix B to facilitate a
comprehensive review of Native American concerns regarding the proposed project.

C. PUBLIC HEARINGS ATTENDED BY THE QUECHAN TRIBE 

The BLM conducted two public hearings on the proposed Glamis Imperial Project.  These public
hearings were held in Holtville, California and La Mesa, California, on February 6, 1997 and February
13, 1997, respectively.

Both public hearings were attended by several Quechan tribal members.  Quechan tribal
representatives who spoke at the February 6 meeting in Holtville included Mr. Preston J. Arroweed,
Mr. Lorey Cachora, Mr. Wally Antone, Mr. Earl Hawes, and Mrs. Barbara Antone.  Quechan tribal
representatives who spoke at the February 13 meeting in La Mesa included Mr.  Lorey Cachora, Mr.
Preston J. Arroweed, Mr. Mike Jackson, Sr., Mr. Earl Hawes, Mr. Wally Antone, and Mrs. Barbara
Antone.
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These individuals expressed numerous cultural and environmental concerns during their public
presentations.  Certified transcripts of these individuals' presentations are provided in Appendix C
to help ensure a comprehensive review of Native American concerns regarding the proposed project.
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IV. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Comprehensive efforts were made to identify current Native American concerns about the proposed
mining project and to document knowledge about the function and/or interpretation of specific
cultural resources in the project area.  Although the Quechan always expressed adamant opposition
to the mining project, specific explanations relating to the extreme cultural significance of many
cultural resources in the area were often hard to come by.  This general observation appears to be the
consequence of several factors including a tremendous loss of traditional cultural knowledge, as
suggested in Section IIB on cultural change, and an overall lack of recent use of the area for
traditional practices.  In addition, the reluctance to divulge sensitive cultural information was offered
as an explanation for not discussing certain sites such as the "Trail of Dreams," the Running Man
site, and the "power circles" in greater detail.  This reluctance diminished over time, however, and
important additional information was increasingly provided during the consultation process.

One interpretation of the cultural resources in the project area, offered by at least some tribal
members, is that these archaeological sites reflect a major village site at this location.  This
interpretation, however, is not supported by the ethnohistoric literature.  Rather, the ethnohistoric
literature, as indicated in Section IIA, clearly demonstrates that Quechan villages, or rancherias, were
located along flood plains of the Colorado and Gila Rivers where water was permanently available
and where agriculture and fishing were extensively pursued.  Although there is no question that the
project area was used extensively, based upon the vast quantities of lithic artifacts alone, the
ethnohistoric literature supports the archaeological interpretation that the area was used primarily for
hunting and collecting activities and for activities associated with travel. 

A major explanation discussed by the Quechan that accounts for the extreme importance that they
attribute to the cultural resources in the project area is related to the trail system.  Specifically, it was
explained that the north-south trail segments passing through the project site are part of the trail
linking Pilot Knob with Spirit Mountain, the two single most important places in Quechan religious
mythology and beliefs.  According to the Quechan, this trail previously served the important function
of accommodating their ancestors' regular return to worship at Spirit Mountain, the place of origin
for all Yuman tribes.  

The Quechan feel that trails, and particularly the trail linking Pilot Knob with Spirit Mountain, were
at least as important for spiritual and religious reasons as they were for actual travel.  As indicated
in Section IIA, the ethnohistoric literature strongly supports the observation that dreams were a key
component of Quechan culture.  According to the Quechan, it was through dreaming that their
ancestors were also able to travel between Pilot Knob and Spirit Mountain, and this travel was
conducted along the same trail, only in a matter of seconds or minutes rather than days.  

The importance of dreaming for Yuman tribes, and particularly for the Quechan and Mohave, cannot
be denied.  The Quechan and Mohave had tribal leaders who settled disputes, organized
redistributions, organized ceremonies, and led warfare.  Importantly, these leaders, known as Kwaxot
(Quechan) and kohota (Mohave) were accepted largely due to their dreams.  As described by Ford
(1931:136), "When a man knew he had the power to be a good leader, he told his dreams..."  Many
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men were dreamers.  In addition to leaders, dreams gave shamans the power to cure, warriors the
power to be victorious, and other men the power to sing or to be funeral orators (Ford 1931:127-128,
138, 182-183; Kroeber 1925:745).

The importance of trails for actual travel, spiritual travel, and mythology is also supported in the
ethnohistoric literature available for the Yuman tribes (especially for the Mohave, who were culturally
similar to the Quechan).  Connie Stone, in a review of the literature, summarized the importance of
trails as follows:

Trails are particularly relevant to the investigation of regional settlement patterns.
they represent established links among sites, resource areas, and social groups....
Major north-south trails linked tribal heartlands along the Colorado River...  A major
river route, the Quechan trail, was both a real and mythical path, the way of
southward migrations from the sacred Mt. Newberry (Avikwame) in southern
Nevada.  The Quechan trail and other trail segments are frequently associated with
geoglyphs and are often incorporated as elements of earth figure sites (1991:82).

The Quechan explained on several occasions that the Running Man site is intimately connected with
the trail system.  For example, the large rock alignment at this site represented a "window to another
time."  Their ancestors would sometimes run along the trail at this location and jump over the
alignment, and thereby go back to the past or "pass into another dimension."  The Running Man
geoglyph was said to be made by one of the informant's fathers and a friend of his father, who used
the site for spiritual purposes.  Although the Running Man site would not be directly impacted by
the proposed project, tribal members feel that views of the horizon, including those of Picacho Peak
and the Indian Pass area, would be significantly impacted by the construction of 300-foot-high
stockpiles.  Disruption of current views of the skyline would effectively prevent any future religious
use of this site which, from the tribe's perspective, would be detrimental to their religious beliefs and
practices.

The Quechan also explained that many of the other sites in the project area (as well as beyond the
project area) were directly associated with the Spirit Mountain/Pilot Knob trail.  For example, the
"power circles" were used by travellers along the trail, both during actual travel and dream travel, to
pray and obtain power to assist with the journey.  The larger cleared circles, in turn, were used to rest
along the way.  

A principal concern of the Quechan about the proposed project is that it would significantly
jeopardize their present and future ability to travel along this trail, both in a physical sense during
dreams.  Although they have not used the area since their father's generation, they want to use it in
the future.  As an example of current use of traditional resources, a contingent from the tribe recently
travelled by foot along a major trail from Yuma to Ward Valley.  

Dreaming is currently not as extensive as it was during the ethnohistoric period.  Few individuals
today are able to obtain knowledge and power through dreams.  However, some individuals are
learning to dream again, and it is felt that this will play a crucial role in maintaining cultural integrity
in the future.  Any impacts to major trail systems, such as the Pilot Knob/Spirit Mountain trail, would
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therefore significantly impact the ability of the tribe's cultural leaders to maintain and develop their
cultural existence and values.

Another principal concern offered by some Quechan tribal members is that the project vicinity is a
"strong" area and likely is the final resting place for their ancestors.  At least one individual speculated
that the area has also likely been designated by the spirits as the final resting place for Quechan who
are still living.  The specific concern is that impacts from the proposed project would severely disturb
those who seek to rest at this location during their final phase of life.

A final, major important reason that the Quechan are intensely opposed to disturbance of the project
area is that it represents a critical learning and teaching center.  Although the project area has not
been used extensively in the recent past, tribal members want to use the area in the future and feel
that they can learn much about spiritual matters and their history by visiting the area.  The project
area was defined as one of four key "teaching areas," where religious leaders and others can study,
learn, and subsequently teach the younger generation aspects of religion and history that are critical
for cultural survival.

Based upon the importance of the trail system and several other sites in the project area, the Quechan
place the highest possible level of significance on cultural resources at this location.  Because of the
high significance, no impacts would be acceptable to the tribe.  As a consequence, the tribal members
have difficulty conceiving any possible mitigation that would minimize impacts to the sites that
would result through project implementation.  The tribe is not even interested in a scaled-back project
that would avoid some sites.  It should be noted, however, that during final meetings with Quechan
representatives, several types of mitigation measures were discussed which they would find possibly
find to be appropriate should there be no way of stopping the project.

As indicated in the Introduction, the project site was been resurveyed based upon input from the
tribe and a request by the BLM to help ensure that no archaeological sites are overlooked.  The
intensive fieldwork for this new survey was conducted by KEA from June 24, 1997 through August
14, 1997, and included the participation of Native American monitors from the Quechan tribe.  The
results of this survey, which are not yet available due to ongoing analysis and report preparation,
should yield a comprehensive description of the archaeological sites that exist on the proposed
project site.  The results of the new survey, in conjunction with additional Native American
consultation, should also go far towards evaluating the significance of historic properties on the
project site and identifying the cultural resource impacts that would occur as a result of the proposed
action.

Although the Quechan are reluctant to discuss mitigation at this time, it is recommended that they
be encouraged to consult on this matter in the future.  The tribe should be extensively consulted
during preparation of the Treatment Plan for the project area. 
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